One foraging strategy that scavengers can employ to discover unpredictable food sources is to associate directly with predators who inadvertently provide food. The common raven, a well known feeding generalist, is also a prominent scavenger of wolves' kills and is found to be in close association with this predator. We tested the hypothesis that ravens preferentially associate with wolves in winter as a kleptoparasitic foraging strategy. The presence, absence and behaviour of ravens was documented during winter observations of wolves, coyotes, Canis latrans, and elk, Cervus elaphus, as well as the landscape in the absence of these three species. Ravens were found to be in close association with wolves when they were travelling, resting and hunting prey. In comparison, ravens showed no significant association with coyotes, elk or areas on the landscape in the absence of wolves. We also compared ravens' discovery success of wolf-killed and nonwolf-killed carcasses and their behavioural response upon discovery. Ravens found all wolf kills almost immediately and remained at the carcass to feed alongside wolves after the death of the prey. In contrast, ravens were less successful discovering experimentally placed carcasses in the same study region, and did not land or feed despite the availability of fresh, exposed meat. Our results show that ravens' association with wolves is not just an incidental and proximate by-product of the presence of fresh meat. Instead, we show that ravens preferentially associate with wolves in both the presence and absence of food, resulting in the discovery of carcasses and suppression of ravens' innate fear of novel food sources. Through this mode of social foraging, ravens may experience increased foraging efficiency in the use of an otherwise spatially and temporally unpredictable food source. 
The ability to gather information from either conspecifics or nonconspecifics on the location and quality of resources has important implications for species dependent upon spatially and temporally unpredictable food sources (Clark & Mangel 1984 , 1986 Pulliam & Caraco 1984) . Predator-killed ungulate carcasses represent such a food source for scavenger species, and it is presumed that behavioural mechanisms for locating and utilizing carcasses have evolved (Houston 1979; Heinrich 1988a; Marzluff & Heinrich 1991) . Although associations between sympatric scavengers and carnivores have been documented (Mech 1966; Kruuk 1972; Schaller 1972; Cooper 1991; Gasaway et al. 1991; Caro 1994) , few studies have examined predator-scavenger relationships with respect to the foraging behaviour of scavengers (Kruuk 1972; Houston 1979; Paquet 1991) , with the focus instead on the behavioural ecology of the carnivore that is being kleptoparasitized (Cooper 1991; Fanshawe & FitzGibbon 1993; Caro 1994; Creel & Creel 1996; Carbone et al. 1997 ).
Interspecific kleptoparasitism, or food stealing, is inherent to predator-scavenger relationships. By employing kleptoparasitism as a foraging strategy, scavengers can improve foraging success by reducing search time, energy expenditure and risks associated with procuring the food themselves, as well as by gaining access to large, highquality food items (Brockmann & Barnard 1979; Houston 1979; Heinrich 1988b) . Behavioural strategies that allow scavengers to gain information on foraging opportunities and kleptoparasitize more efficiently, particularly in ecosystems with high inter-and intraspecific competition, are expected. Examples of such foraging strategies include: travelling the landscape and visually discovering a food source by chance (Houston 1979; Heinrich 1988b) , foraging where conspecifics or nonconspecifics are seen to be foraging (Thorpe 1956; Kruuk 1972; Houston 
